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Three proposed Congressional district maps released 

By ELIZABETH COOPER 

March 2, 2012 

UTICA — Three maps of possible new congressional districts in New Yorkstate have been released. And all three would strip the cities of Utica and Rome of their status as the heart of a congressional district.

They also could put first-term Republican U.S. Rep. Richard Hanna, R-Barneveld, in political jeopardy.

Oneida County Executive Anthony Picente said if any of the proposals are approved, it could affect the ability of the area to advocate for key issues such as protecting Rome’s Air Force Research Laboratory as the military looks to downsize.

“They are outrageous, just ridiculous,” Picente said.

The maps — submitted Wednesday by the state Assembly and Senate and recently by the watchdog group Common Cause New York — have been sent to an independent panel headed by a federal judge.

The panel is tasked with coming up with its own map, which could look similar to, or not at all like, the maps submitted. Its recommendation is scheduled to be released Monday, March 12.

The three proposals are:

ä Common Cause would lump Utica and Rome into a district with Syracuse.

* The state Senate map places Utica and Rome into a district that stretches south to Binghamton and incorporates Otsego, Delaware Sullivan, Schoharie and Greene counties.

* The Assembly’s map would put Oneida County’s two main cities into a district that stretches north to the Canadian border and includes Clinton, Franklin, St. Lawrence Jefferson Lewis and Oswego counties.

Picente expressed consternation that under both the Senate and Assembly proposals, Oneida County is one of the few counties that’s split between districts.

That’s not a good thing, he said.

“I talk to Richard Hanna almost every week, just as I did with Mike Arcuri,” he said, referring to Hanna’s predecessor. “(U.S. Rep.) Bill Owens has eight towns in this county, and I’ve never spoken to him.”

Why this is happening

Because New York’s population increased at a rate slower than many other places in the nation, the state is losing two of its 29 congressional seats.

The Congressional redistricting is usually done once a decade by the state Legislature, but this time the Republican-controlled state Senate and the Democrat-controlled Assembly were unable to agree.

Adding pressure, a new congressional election schedule approved earlier this year pushes primary elections up to June 26 from September. That means candidates must begin circulating petitions March 20.

In any of the proposed scenarios, the fate of U. S. Rep. Richard Hanna, R-Barneveld, would be uncertain.

Hanna issued a statement Thursday expressing a wait and see attitude.

“Many details need to be resolved before district lines are final, and I look forward to watching the process play out,” he said. “Until the end of 2012, I will continue to represent the 24th District and will ensure that my constituents' needs remain the top priority of this office every day.”

Incumbents and primaries

Both Common Cause and the state Senate maps would include Hanna’s hometown of Barneveld in the same district as Utica and Rome, but the Assembly puts Barneveld into a different district, which runs from Binghamton all the way to Essex County and the Vermont border.

Hamilton Professor Phil Klinkner said all the scenarios would pose challenges for Hanna.

Under the Common Cause plan, the new district would be heavily Democratic, but Hanna also could face a tough primary against more conservative Republican U.S. Rep. Ann Marie Buerkle, he said.

The Senate map would include Barneveld in the Utica-Rome district, and U.S. Rep. Maurice Hinchey, D-Hurley, who represented many of the counties in this proposed district for many years, has announced he will retire at the end of this term.

Nonetheless, it’s possible Hanna could face a primary from Conservative Republican Chris Gibson, who is from the Binghamton area. Gibson challenged Hinchey in the last election.

Under the Assembly’s plan, many of the counties Hanna would have to run in would be ones where he isn’t a familiar name, Klinkner said.

Hanna also could opt to move elsewhere in Oneida County to live in the Assembly’s Utica-Rome district, but he would have to run against Democratic incumbent, U.S. Rep Bill Owens of Plattsburgh.
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